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chemical properties of the crop plant. King et al provide a thorough and critical 
analysis of 8 systems based on the augmentation of predators and parasites. They 
demonstrate that despite technical feasability, the economics of augmentative releases 
are rarely addressed and often prove unacceptable relative to alternative systems based 
on pesticides. 

Overall the book provides a useful coverage of current research directions but 
also emphasises the need for future funding, research and most importantly implement- 
ation of biological control as a component of IPM systems. Although dealing exclusively 
with US systems, the approaches and literature reviews should be of value to many 
workers in this field and to entomologists with a general interest in pest dynamics and 
control. 
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